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TAGS: PFOR SY LE 

SUB J : APRIL 1 1 SYRIAN MEDIA REPORTING ON LEBANON 

1 . PRINCIPAL THEME OF APRIL 1 1 DAMASCUS PRESS WAS 
EXPRESSION OF SATISFACTION AT "IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
FIRST STEP OF THE SYRIAN INITIATIVE", I.E. THE 

UNANIMOUS APPROVAL BY THE LEBANESE PARLIAMENT OF AMENDMENT 
TO THE LEBANESE CONSTITUTION. 

2. TWO LEBANESE DELEGATIONS VISITED DAMASCUS YESTERDAY, 

THE SUPREME ISLAMIC COUNCIL, WHICH CALL ON ASAD AND 
FONMIN KHADDAM, AND A DELEGATION OF LEBANESE CITIZENS FROM 
THE BEQAA VALLEY. TO LATTER, NATIONAL COUNCIL MEMBER 
SUKKARIYY AH TOOK PASSING SWIPE AT US STATING SYRIA WILL 
SPARE NO EFFORT IN ASSIST LEBANON TO "FOIL THE AMERICAN 
ZIONIST CONSPIRACY DIRECTED AGAINST LEBANON'S ARABISM AND 
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3. SENATOR ABU RIZK WAS QUOTED APPROVINGLY AS PRAISING 
THE "RESPONSIBLE ROLE" OF SYRIA AND THE PLO DURING THE 
LEBANESE CRISIS. BOTH PAPERS ALSO QUOTED FROM "BEIRUT AL 
MASA ARTICLE ATTACKING SADAT FOR "INCITING CONTINUED FIGHTING 
IN LEBANON TO UNDERMINE THE SOLID RELATIONS BETWEEN SYRIA AND 
THE PLO AS WELL AS TO COVER UP HIS NON-AGGRESSION AGREEMENT 
WITH ISRAEL." 

4. IN EDITORIAL COMMENT AL-THAWRA URGED THAT LEBANESE NOT LET 
DIFFERENCES OF OPINION OVER WHO SHOULD BE THEIR NEXT PRESIDENT 
DELAY THEIR CHOICE. SUCH DELAY "WOULD ONLY GIVE CHANCE TO 
LEBANON'S ENEMIES AND ITS ARABISM TO IMPEDE THE SETTLEMENT... 

AND TO RESTOKE THE CONFLICT THAT WOULD SERVE THEIR PURPOSES 
OF ARABIZING OR INTERNATIONALIZING THE CRISIS SO AS TO 
IMPLEMENT THEIR PLOT AGAINST LEBANON AND THE ARAB NATION." 

SYRIA, THE EDITORIAL CONCLUDED, WILL PURSUE ITS "COOPERATION 
WITH ALL THE LEBANESE TO RESTORE NORMAL LIFE IN LEBANON." 

AL BAATH NOTED THAT WHILE SYRIA DOES NOT EXPECT THANKS FOR ALL 
THE AID AND SACRIFICES IT HAS OFFERED TO LEBANON, "IT 
EXPECTS FROM THE NEW LEBANESE PRESIDENT FULL COOPERATION SERVING 
LEBANON AND THE GOALS OF THE ARAB STRUGGLE AND ADDITIONAL 
SUPPORT FOR THE PALESTINIAN REVOLUTION." 

MURPHY 
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